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Lock Down: Take 2 

The new Regulations are now out, and with it the hospitality trade is left to fight another day with off sales 
firmly back in their armoury. Hopefully the government “Guidance” will be updated shortly to reflect the 
Regulations! 

On Sales 

Hospitality businesses (restaurants, bars, pubs, cafés etc) must close all or any part of their premises in which 
food or drink are provided for consumption on those premises and cease any such sales. 

Any area adjacent to the premises where seating is made available for its customers (whether or not by the 
business or the provider of the service) or which its customers habitually use for consumption of food or drink 
served by the business/service is to be treated as part of the premises of that business/service for the purposes 
of on sales. 

Room Service 

Food or drink provided by a hotel or other accommodation provider as part of room service is not treated as 
being provided for consumption on the premises and can continue.  

Off Sales of Alcohol and Takeaway Food/Drink 

Despite the above, restaurants, pubs and bars can remain open to sell alcohol by way of off sales and for 
takeaway food/drink so long as sales are made in the following manner: 

Without alcohol 

• Food or drink for take-away permitted between 5am – 10pm. During these hours, customers can enter 
the premises to collect it.  After 10pm, take-away but only through deliveries, click and collect orders or 
a drive-thru facility (and so long as the customer does not enter the premises or get out of their vehicle). 

With alcohol 

• Off sales permitted, at any time (subject to existing licence hours or 11pm under the Business and 
Planning Act ), but only through pre ordered deliveries, click and collect orders or a drive-thru facility 
(and so long as the customer does not enter the premises or get out of their vehicle). 

In short – the customer must pre-order the alcohol and cannot come into restaurant/bar/pub to collect it. 

Off licences and licensed shops selling alcohol (including breweries) are permitted to stay open, with customers 
permitted inside to purchase. 

The Regulations come into force on 5 November 2020. 

If you have any queries in respect of the above or any other matter, please contact one of:  

E: athomas@tandtp.com 

E: tomaoileoin@tandtp.com  

E: jspiegler@tandtp.com   

Please refer to our website Legal Notices section when reading our E News articles.  
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